Tackling cancer burden in low-income and middle-income countries: Morocco as an exemplar.
Examples of successful implementations of national cancer control plans in low-income or middle-income countries remain rare. Morocco, a country where cancer is already the second leading cause of death after cardiovascular diseases, is one exception in this regard. Population ageing and lifestyle changes are the major drivers that are further increasing the cancer burden in the country. Facing this challenge, the Moroccan Ministry of Health has developed a we l planned and pragmatic National Plan for Cancer Prevention and Control (NPCPC) that, since 2010, has been implemented with government financial support to provide basic cancer care services across the entire range of cancer control. Several features of the development and implementation of the NPCPC and health-care financing in Morocco provide exemplars for other low-income and middle-income countries to follow. Additionally, from the first 5 years of NPCPC, several areas were shown to require further focus through implementation research, notably in strengthening cancer awareness, risk reduction, and the referral pathways for prevention, early detection, treatment, and follow-up care. Working together with a wide range of stakeholders, and engagement with stakeholders outside the health-care system on a more holistic approach can provide further opportunities for the national authorities to build on their successes and realise the full potential of present and future cancer control efforts in Morocco.